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the 'I'reasurer to anctioneers and agents of foreign corporations (¢
issue hereafter fron the office of the Compuoller. :

The continuance of the present system of taxation in full vigor
will enable the State to devate some portion of its revenue to de-
gerving objects which call loudly for i aid. 'T'lhie commitiee would
feel that they had left an important duty unperformed if they
owitted to call the atention of the Legislature ta the present condi-
tion of the Mauyland State Hospital for the Insane. At the ses-
sioh of 1852, this noble charity was founded by the State, and a
small appropriation wade. The commissioners reported 1o the last
Legislature that they had secured a suitable site, agreed upon a
plan and actually commenced the building. No appropriation
was madc by that Legislature, and the subject is now brought (o
the notice of the House, in the hope that it may receive favorable
atlention. By the terms of the third section of the act of 1852,
chapter 302, the comnmissioners were directed “to proceed with the
erection of the hospital as rapidly as the appropriations made
by the General Assembly from time to time will permit.”” Tt
needs no arguimnent to show the sacred nature of the obliga-
tion resting upon the State, to contribute to the care and protec-
tion of that unfortunate class of its citizens who are the objects  of
this Chaiity, or to prove that.,its plighted faith would be viola-
ted if it suffered this noble enterprise to langmish. 4t the last
session, the belief was entertained that individual munificence
would complete the design without aid from the State, but this
belief proved unfounded, and it seems clear that the work inust be
performed, by the State, if itis to be accomplished at all.

The internission of a session of the Legislature for the year
1855, renders it necessary that the demands for that year should
be provided for at this session, and an appropriation bill is now
reported for that year with that for the current year.

‘I'welve years. since, the State scemed almost insolvent—its
solemin contracts unfulfilled,and its credit gone. It is now pros-
perous and honoted among the nations of the earth.  The wisdom
of its rulers and the patiiotic efforts of its people achieved this
glotious result. 1f the same wisdom and patriotisn shall con-
tinue to direct its councils and influenceits citizens, Maryland will
soon present a spectacle, at once the -envy and admiration of
the world. - That this consummation is near at hand, the com-

mittee cannot allow themselves. 1o doubt. .
A B. HAGNER, Chairman.




